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Abstract

A case of carcinomatous pleurisy due to
prostate cancer in which PSA
immunohistochemical staining for cell
block from pleural fluid was useful for
diagnosis

Honami Kambara, Yojiro Onari
Hiroshi Takahashi, Daisuke IThara

Department of Respiratory Medicine, Mazda
Hospital, Mazda Motor Corporation, Japan

A 68-year-old man presented with dry cough and
dyspnea on exertion for the past 2 weeks. Chest
radiographs and simple chest computed tomography
revealed left pleural effusion, enlarged bilateral hilar
and mediastinal Iymph nodes, and multiple pleural

nodules. However, no mass lesions were noted in the
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lung parenchyma. A pleural fluid examination revealed
an exudative pleural effusion with lymphocyte
predominance and positive cytology. Subsequent
whole-body contrast-enhanced computed tomography
revealed a prostatic mass and multiple bone
metastases. The serum prostate-specific antigen (PSA)
level was high; therefore, PSA immunohistochemical
staining was performed on cell block from pleural
fluid, which was positive, thus confirming the

diagnosis of pleural metastasis of prostate cancer. This
case suggests that PSA immunohistochemical staining
for cell block from pleural fluid may be useful in
identifying the causative disease of malignant pleural
effusions.
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