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Abstract

A case of tracheal bronchus and
bronchomalacia with upper airway
obstruction revealed by abnormal flow-
volume curves
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Herein, we reported the case of a 65-year-old
woman with a tracheal bronchus who was
diagnosed with bronchial asthma, for which she
received inhaled corticosteroid. On the first
visit, she did not exhibit any symptoms and
there were no abnormal findings on Ilung
auscultation. The flow—volume curve patterns
were consistent with those of an upper airway
obstruction. Bronchoscopy and computed
tomography revealed a right tracheal bronchus,
which appeared as a displaced right upper lobe
bronchus originating from the trachea, and
confirmed tracheal narrowing. The right main
bronchus appeared to have branched 50 mm
distally and was severely stenosed in the
expiratory phase. In this case, the bronchial
anatomy may have contributed to the respiratory
symptoms and may have reflected the
morphology of the flow—volume curves. This

case emphasized the utility of flow—volume
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curves for the diagnosis of upper airway

obstruction.
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