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Abstract

Neurogenic pulmonary edema associated
with epileptic seizure diagnosed
by clinical observation

Mizuki Kawai*, Hidesato Odaka™*
Susumu Takahashi**, Hirokazu Kurokawa**

*Center for Medical Education and Training, Akita
Red Cross Hospital, Akita

“*Department of Respiratory Medicine, Akita Red
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In clinical practice, pulmonary edema is
classified as cardiogenic or non-cardiogenic.
However, it is not always possible to distinguish
between the two. Therefore, various drug
treatments, such as antimicrobial agents,
diuretics, and steroids are often used as
diagnostic treatments.

We report a case of neurogenic pulmonary
edema after an epileptic seizure, diagnosed by
observation. A thirty nine year old woman with
a history of juvenile myoclonic epilepsy was
admitted to the emergency room for loss of
consciousness. Computed tomography of the
chest showed consolidation and spotty ground
glass opacities in both the lungs. Her clinical
course suggested that the pulmonary edema
occurred after epileptic seizures. Hence we
administered oxygen without drug therapy. Ten
hours after admission, radiographic examination
of her chest showed significant improvement,
and therefore we confirmed the diagnosis as
above. Neurogenic pulmonary edema occurring
after epileptic seizures is rare. Because the most
significant feature of this disease is the marked
improvement in a short period of time,
observation, as the first line of treatment, may

lead to the diagnosis.
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