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Abstract

A case of Shewanella algae pneumonia
during combination immunotherapy for
lung cancer

Shinobu Katagiri, Saki Shirotori
Jun Narita, Takao Danzuka

Department of Surgery, Nagano Chuo Hospital,
Nagano

A 74-year-old man was diagnosed with stage IV
squamous cell carcinoma of the right upper lobe of
the lung and had started combination
immunotherapy. On the day of the third course of the
treatment, he developed a fever of 38°C and right-
sided chest pain, and was diagnosed with pneumonia
of the right upper lobe based on chest computed
tomography. Ampicillin/sulbactam was initiated, but
a sputum smear specimen showed Gram-negative
bacilli, so the ampicillin/sulbactam was switched to
ceftriaxone with consideration of drug susceptibility.
Subsequently, Shewanella spp. were detected in
sputum culture, and the species was identified as
Shewanella algae by mass spectrometry. The
pneumonia improved with no problems. Pneumonia
caused by Shewanella spp. is rare but often takes time
to identify, and caution should be exercised during
lung cancer treatment because of the risk of fulminant

infection.
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