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Abstract

A case of rheumatoid arthritis with
exacerbation of pulmonary cystic lesions
after COVID-19 and bacterial pneumonia

Kiyohiro Fujiwara

Department of Respiratory Medicine, Naniwa Ikuno
Hospital, Osaka

A 62-year-old man with theumatoid arthritis (RA)
showed extensive ground-glass opacities on chest CT
scan at the time of COVID-19 infection. These CT
images changed to traction bronchiectasis,
honeycombing, and cystic lesions, and after one year,
they became cystic lesions of various sizes. Four
years after the onset of COVID-19, the patient
suffered from bacterial pneumonia and
rhabdomyolysis, but improved with antibiotic
treatment. It has been reported that pulmonary
sequelae caused by COVID-19 often improve, but it
should be noted that cystic lesions such as those in

our case may worsen.
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